OLD MAN BECOMES MILITARY GENERAL
"Thatis thepracticalpart/'Isaid. "Buthow could the soldier understand this vague and novel idea?"
"Each Czech knew the past history of his country. The work of historical enlightenment which had been going on for two hundred years had prepared the way for this. I have often spoken to my soldiers about our history so that they might know why they were to fight. We named the regiments after Zizka and other Czech protagonists. This I could say: 'You see we had a Zizka, a great soldier and thorough-going hero.' But I told them also that he did not attack, but was content to defend his country's interests. He did not resort to armed resistance until after a Council had preached a crusade against the Hussites. Huss was forcibly suppressed because the Emperor Sigismund, the King of Bohemia, had broken his promise of granting him a safe-conduct. Chelcicky had seen the conflict between the two religions and preached the gospel of non-resistance. And so from the spirit of the people a pacifist Church arose. King Podjebard, who had been elected by the people, proposed a confederacy of European rulers. After the battle of the White Mountain the anti-reformist Austria held our people in subjugation and refused to